Living in this Present Age

In the second chapter of Paul’s letter to Titus, he instructs us in how we are to live in this
present age.

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in
the present age...” (Titus 2:11-12)

When he writes we are to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, he is not saying that we are to
guestion their existence as we often use this word, but rather that we are to reject or refuse
them. That is, we should not allow them to influence our lives. Ungodliness is that which lacks
reverence to God and is characterized as being wicked. The scriptures are clear that the wrath
of God will be revealed against all ungodliness (Romans 1:18) and the Lord comes to “execute
judgement on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which
they have committed in an ungodly way, and all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him” (Jude 14-15). Worldly lusts concerns things which are sinful in that they
have the character of the present corrupt age. Those who have received the gospel should have
not desire to be like the world and should be attracted rather to that which pertains to the life
to come. John wrote in 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” He then contrasts the lust of the
world with doing the will of God. Let us deny the influence of ungodliness and worldly lust on
our life and stay focused on doing the will of God.

In the place of this worldly conduct we are to avoid, Paul instructs us in three ways that we are
to live in this present age. Firstly, we are to live soberly, which speaks to being of a sound mind
and controlling our desires and passions. We should always be in control of ourselves which will
help us to deny or reject the worldly influences of the present age. Secondly, we are to live
righteously, that is uprightly or according to the law of righteousness, the gospel. Rather than
being drawn by world lusts, we should hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt. 5:6) and seek
it first (Matt. 6:33). Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “awake to righteousness, and do not sin...” (1
Cor. 15:34). Finally, Paul instructs us to walk godly, or piously, in this present age. We should
have the proper reverence to God that causes us to walk in such a manner that will please Him.

So how should we live in this present age? We should refuse to be influenced by the world and
rather live according to the gospel. He sums it all up in the next two verses as he writes:

“looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” (Titus 2:13-14)



