Devotional Reading Guide
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Many of us struggle to regularly study our Bibles. The scriptures command that the Christian
study to show themselves approved to God (2 Timothy 2:15). The concept of studying goes
beyond just reading God’s word and having a knowledge of it. Studying requires diligence and
it requires application of what we read. One important ‘type’ of Bible study that we sometimes
overlook is what we might call “devotional” Bible Study, or study that helps us devote
ourselves to the service of God. Below are several tips that might help you in your studies:

1. Always begin with prayer (Ps. 119:18; John 16:13-15)
2. Take brief notes on what you read. Keep a small notebook for your Bible study.

3. Ready slowly through one chapter, or perhaps two or three chapters, or perhaps just
one paragraph at a time. After reading, ask yourself what this passage means. Then
reread it.

4. It is ofter very helpful in finding out the meaning of a chapter or passage to ask yourself
the following questions, then write the answers in your notebook (see number 2)
1. What is the main subject of this passage?
2. Who are the persons involved in this passage: Who is speaking? About whom is he
speaking? Who is acting? Who is being spoken to?
What is the key verse of this passage?
What does this passage teach me about Jesus Christ?
Does this passage portray any sin for me to confess and forsake?
Does this passage contain any command for me to obey?
Is there any promise for me to claim?
Is there any instruction for me to follow?
Note not all of these questions will be answered in all passages.
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5. Keep a spiritual journal. Either in your Bible study notebook (See 2 and 4), or in a
separate notebook, write down daily what God speaks through his inspired word. Write
down, specifically, what sins you have to confess or commands you need to keep.

6. Commit to memorizing passages of the Word of God. No one is ever to old to start
memorizing scriptures. One tool that works for many people is to get some index cards
(3x5 is usually sufficient), write the scripture reference on one side and the verse on the
other. Carry these cards with you and review them in your brief moments of spare time
throughout the day (waiting for your coffee in the morning, standing in line at lunch,
etc.). You will be surprised how quickly you will be able to memorize scripture. Keep all
these index cards and review them regularly. If this method doesn’t work for you, try
keeping a Bible writing notebook and commit to writing out the verses you want to
memorize repeatedly. How you choose to memorize scripture isn’t important, but these
are just a couple of tips that work for most people.

7. Obey the Word of God. The Apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given
for the inspiration fo God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.” The Bible is God’s revealed will for man, if we do not obey
his word, then no amount of Bible reading will benefit us or be pleasing to God.
Remember the words of James, when he instructed us to be doers of the word and not
hearers only (James 1:22).

This is by no means an exhaustive guide to devotional Bible reading, but just a few tips that

may help in your Bible Study. Let’s not forget the importance of devotional Bible reading in our
lives as Christians. Our study must go beyond just a scholastic pursuit of knowledge.
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